Sacred Heart School Thornlie

From the Heart - 11 November 2021
Principal's Message
Dear Parents
Last week we had our Music Concert. It was fantastic to see the progression of the students who have
lessons at Sacred Heart and to also see the Choir and Percussion Ensemble perform. Special thanks must
also go to Mrs Vinci and our tutors Alex and Bronwen for their hard work. Mrs Ripley also assisted on
the night backstage. If you are interested in your child receiving music tuition, please see the ladies at
the front office for more information.
Our ACM will take place on the 24 November in our school hal l. The P&F will provide drinks and a light
supper commencing at 6.30pm. We will start the ACM promptly at 7pm in the school hall. Your
attendance would be greatly appreciated.
This week the school hosted the first Interschool Technology Challenge. Mr Lande rs and the school’s
digital technology team organised the day with assistance from teachers at the participating schools.
The children engaged in a variety of technology challenges. There are photos and some more
information in the pages following but it was an amazing day and we look forward to it continuing in
subsequent years.
Please have a look at your children’s attire in relation to our uniform procedures. Many children are
coming in incorrect shoes (black sneakers rather than the leather shoe) and many sports shoes are far
from predominantly white. I will be instructing teachers to conduct a uniform check in the coming weeks
and sending home reminder notes with students who are not adhering to the procedure.

This week’s Parenting Ideas article is about how to respond when children are being dishonest. I hope
you enjoy it.
God Bless
Steve Gibbs
Principal

“Everyone needs resilience. It's a virtue essential to growth and essential to happiness’ - Eric Greitens
‘A good school teaches you resilience - that ability to bounce back’ - Kate Reardon

Parenting Ideas
Respond honestly to dishonesty
You enter the kitchen. Your child looks at you like she’s hiding something. You see cake crumbs on the
bench and the tips of her fingers. ‘Did you eat the chocolate cake?’ Your child smiles at you, with
chocolate stuck in her teeth, and innocently replies, ‘No.’
You know your child is not telling the truth. The evidence is everywhere! So, what do you do?
Honesty is an essential value for children and young people to develop as it’s central to building trust
and community cohesion. Here are some simple, effective ways to encourage your child to be honest.
Remember, telling fibs is normal
Catching your child in a lie can be frustrating, but remembering that it’s a normal part of growing up can
help you keep calm. While there is a moral aspect to honesty, children in the early years of primary
school tend to be very concrete thinkers, responding better to your immediate concerns such as ‘I need
to know you are telling the truth’ instead of the moral aspects of right and wrong. For older primary
aged children and teenagers, the broader issues of trust and morality are parts of the co nversations you
should have.
Don’t ask questions if you know the answer

If your son is smeared in chocolate cake, don’t say, ‘Did you eat the chocolate cake?’ Instead try, ‘I can
see you ate some chocolate cake. You must have been hungry huh?’ Then pause and ask, ‘Do you think
I’m pleased or upset? Why? What should we do next time?’ Use the awkward situation as an
opportunity to find out more about what your child may need.
Show the truth
If you are a parent of a teenager, you know how easily parent-teen relationships can be harmed by
accusations and criticism. If you think that a teenager may have mislead you about an area of concern
such as not being where they said they were, then it’s probably wisest to bring your young person’s
attention to evidence of the truth rather than back them into a corner with an accusation. “You said you
were at Jana’s, but her mum said that Jana didn’t have any visitors yesterday” is a statement of truth
from your perspective that’s invites a response from a young person.
Listen to their side
Things often aren’t as they seem so if you think your child or young person is not being completely
honest, be prepared to listen to their side of a story. This is not to suggest that you let them pull the
proverbial wool over your eyes, but there are times when kids may believe they are telling the truth.
Alternatively, they may have told a lie to keep themselves safe or to prevent them from following the
crowd. Get your child talking, ascertain if they believe they are being truthful, and if they aren ’t, listen to
why they bent the truth.
Let the consequences do the teaching
Acknowledge truthfulness when a child or young person owns up to doing the wrong thing. Help them
fix the dishonesty and discuss how to do better in the future. Avoid punishment as thi s will cause more
lying in the future. Allowing the consequences to do the work helps keep your relationship intact and
ensures that lessons are experienced, and responsibility is taken.
Extract a simple promise
Studies show that children are less likely to be dishonest once they have promised to tell the truth. If
they tell you the truth, and then you punish them severely, they will be less likely to tell the truth in the
future, promise or not.
Model honesty
Many adults are guilty of social ‘white’ lies. Such ‘little white lies’ that conveniently bend the truth to
your advantage are commonplace. Children and young people take their cues from parents, so these
little white lies show them it’s okay to bend the truth in certain circumstances. You don’t get away with
anything when you are parent – your behaviour is always on show so stick to the truth, even when it’s
difficult, if you want your kids to do the same
In closing
Honesty takes time and maturity to learn, especially in the face of the clearly tactical advantages of
bending the truth. As parents, nurture honesty in kids by modelling, discussing its merits and
acknowledging that it’s not always easy to be honest. And maybe, avoid keeping the chocolate cake on
the kitchen table.

Updated Term 4 Calendar

**Please note the change in date for the Thanksgiving Mass and Graduation Mass to Tuesday 7
December 2021**
Link to website to view or download the Term Four Calendar and Term Dates for the year
https://shthorn.wa.edu.au/calendar/

News from the Finance Officer
****** School fee accounts for 2021 are now overdue ******
School Fee statements are being emailed out to parents who still have fees owing. Please contact the
Administration Office on 9251 3000, chose Option # 5 to speak to our Finance Officer Lindy Munnings or
email accounts@shthorn.wa.edu.au 1 if you have any questions.
We thank all of those families whose accounts are up to date as school fees contribute to the ongoing
operation of the school.

1 mailto:accounts@shthorn.wa.edu.au

Luna's Corner

Keep up to date on what Luna has been up to, by checking out her Instagram page @lunalovesschool
On the weekends Luna likes to go for walks with Mrs Gerhardy. Last weekend she went for a walk
around the river. She loved playing in the boat. She is learning lots of new social skills and meets other
dogs on her walks.
We need to remember at school that human food is very DANGEROUS for Luna. If you see food laying
around the school please pick it up and put it in the bin. We would hate Luna to get very sick and not be
able to come back to school so we need lots of wonderful helpers to keep our school free from food
scraps.

We have been asked by the St Vincent De Paul Society of our Parish to help them make the Christmas of
a lot of needy families in our community a bit more special.
In our lives we have so many things to be grateful for, so the words of Christ “Whatever you do for the
least of my brothers, you do for me” is especially pertinent at this time and we are asking if families
could please contribute to the Vinnies Christmas Appeal by collecting what is suggested for each year
level. Please bring the items into the classroom by Friday 3 December. Please no chocolates as they
can’t be stored. Thank you so much for your contributions.

Library News

Scholastic Book Club
The last catalogue for 2021 will be coming home as soon as it arrives, hopefully this week. In the mean
time, it can be viewed online at https://scholastic.com.au/media/6579/bc821_web.pdf
We have a very quick turn around this time, therefore orders will close on 24 November 2021.
A huge thank you to all that have supported Book Club this year.
Borrowing books
As we come closer to the end of the year our library borrowing will finish at the end of week 6. All library
books will need to be returned by the end of week 7 (by Friday 26 November). Reminders for
outstanding items will be sent to classes and I will also send SeeSaw messages to parents if needs
be. We do understand that books go missing in our very busy lives, however, all books that cannot
be located will need to be paid for before then end of the year.
If you have any concerns regarding library books please contact me via email
laura.stilwell@cewa.edu.au
Thank you to all of our borrowers and parents for their continued support. It is very appreciated!

Office Bulletin Board Display - 1B
Have a look at our innovative Picasso inspired artists from 1B! The pictures have really brightened up
the office.

Technologies Interschool Challenge (TIC)
This week, Sacred Heart hosted the first ever Technologies Interschool Challenge. Seven schools
accepted the challenge to participate in the exciting event. Students from each school were split into a
Junior and Senior team to complete activities that were centred around the book, Uno’s Garden and
Digital Technologies. Thank you to all the schools involved in making the event such a success. A big
thank you to the Sacred Heart Digital Technology team for bringing the amazing idea to life, the best is
yet to come.

ELC and Three Year Old Kindy Enrolments for 2022

Enrolments for 2022 are now open and are filling fast!
Please see Amanda in the ELC or email elc@shthorn.wa.edu.au2 to collect an enrolment pack.

2 mailto:elc@shthorn.wa.edu.au

Homework Club

As a reminder this term we have introduced a permission slip that must be completed in order for your
child/ren to attend Homework club. The permission slips can be obtained from the office or you can
send the following via email. Children can no longer attend unless they have a signed permission slip.

Permission Note: I __________________________give permission to my
son/daughter___________________ to attend Homework Club on a Wednesday afternoon. I
understand that I need to pick my child up by 3.25pm at the latest at the front of the school and if they
do not have homework, they cannot attend homework club.

Canteen Menu - Term 4

Canteen Opening Hours:
8.30-1pm Monday, Thursday and Friday only.
Phone: 92513007
RECESS & LUNCH orders available online via www.quickcliq.com.au 3 or via the class lunch box.

3 http://www.quickcliq.com.au/

Canteen Roster - Term 4

11am start# 11am finish*
If you are unable to come in on your rostered day, please contact Lucy 92513007 (8AM-1PM)

A/H 0417836159

Parents and Friends (P&F)
Christmas Raffle
The P&F will be running our annual Christmas raffle again this year. Tickets will be 3 for $5 and we have
been fortunate enough that Local MP Chris Tallentire has donated a $350 Jett Cycles voucher as our first
prize. Tickets will be sent home next week and are due back by 1 December 2021.
Save the Date
Our annual Evening on the Green is back for 2022. It will be held on Friday 18 February 2022. Dominos
Pizza will be available to order and the ice cream truck will also be there. Further details will be released
closer to the date.
Billy G’s Gourmet Cookie Dough Fundraiser
Our cookie dough fundraiser is underway. If you haven’t created your account you have until the 22
November 2021 to place your orders. Please note this is an online fundraiser only, al l you have to do is
share your profile page with your family and friends. The Cookie dough will be sent home with students
on the 6 December 2021. This is our last opportunity to raise much needed funds for the new
playground and your support is greatly appreciated.
Executive Committee Member Nominations
Are you looking for a way to be more involved in the school next year? All Executive Committee member
positions are vacant, and we are looking for nominations. If you are interested in learning more, pleas e
email the P&F for a nomination form. pandf@shthorn.wa.edu.au 4
Entertainment book
Buy an Entertainment Membership to support our fundraising! You’ll receive 12 months of valuable
savings, and 20% of all digital book purchases get donated back to the school. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact Rebecca Blackman at pandf@shthorn.wa.edu.au 5
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/83356f
My School Rules Competition
Our school is one of eight schools participating in The My School Rules Competition. We ask you to
please remember to place any of the shopping dockets from Forest Lakes Forum in the Sacred Heart
School box located outside Red Dot at Forest Lakes Forum.
Alternatively, you may place your shopping dockets in the P&F Box located in the Office, which will be
collected and placed in the Sacred Heart School box at Forest Lakes Forum.

4 mailto:pandf@shthorn.wa.edu.au
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The totals of the shopping dockets are tallied during the school term and following school holidays. The
school with the biggest improvement in points per enrolled student at the conclusion of the competition
period compared to the same period the previous year wins the top prize of $1,000 in shopping
vouchers plus all schools win other minor prizes.
We really do value these shopping vouchers as they pay for many of the items we require during the
year to carry out fundraising for our school and so we kindy ask you to please support this competition
for the benefit of our school.
‘Sacred Heart Thornlie P&F’ Facebook Page
To keep up to date on all the exciting events that are happening at the school, ‘Like’ our Facebook
Page. This is a great way to keep up to date on the latest events, when forms are due back and to ask
any questions the P&F may be able to assist you with.
Search for Sacred Heart Thornlie P&F
Containers for Change- REMINDER
We have received a reminder letter from Scouts Recycling advising they can only process ELIGIBLE
containers (bottles and cans with 10 cents marked on them) and to ensure there is no rubbish placed in
the bins. The main culprits being:
•

Wine Bottles

•

Spirit Bottles

•

Cordial Bottles

•

Plain milk of any variety

•

Other Recyclable items cardboard and rubbish of any kind

•

Food Scraps If these items continue to be placed in the bins, they will start deducting the cost of
removal from our refunds. They have also kindly requested that lids be removed from
bottles. The P&F would like to thank all of our families who donate their containers to the
school. It is very much appreciated. All refunds received are going towards the cost of the new
playground.

Next P&F Meeting Our next meeting will be held on Monday 15 November 2021 in the Staff room at
6:30pm. Come along and join us, we would love to see you there.

Useful Links
Uniform Shop6 Sacred Heart Thornlie Parish 7

6 https://www.nellgray.com.au/Uniform-Concepts/Willetton-Super-Store
7 http://www.thornlie.perthcatholic.org.au/

